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Introduction 

2016 is the centenary of the 1916 Rising. As some 

Joeys Past Pupils were involved and were      

members of the Irish Citizens’ Army and the Irish 

Volunteers in the locality, the Past Pupils’ Union 

decided to write this book to remember them. Mr. Tim Quinlan 

(teacher) and Conor O’ Reilly (6th Year) researched and compiled this 

publication.  

In 1916, Fairview looked very different to the way it looks today. There 

was no Fairview Park for a start, the water came right in to where the 

park railings are now. Joeys school was surrounded by fields. There 

was no Marino housing estate as the houses only started to be built in 

the 1920’s. Boys from far and wide attended Joeys. This book is       

intended to remember our past-pupils and their families who either 

took part in the 1916 Rising or were affected by it. 

Several of the leaders and most of the ‘rebels’ of the rising were       
educated by Christian brothers. These brothers instilled a love of all 

things Irish and in particular the Irish language amongst the boys they 

taught. Frank Henderson, past pupil and Captain of ‘F’ company in the 

Volunteers mentions several of the Joeys Christian brothers who      

inspired him and developed in him a love of the Irish language. He says 
in his memoirs that he remembers Brother Mescall who told the boys 

that there was an Irish language and what happened to it and it made 

Frank anxious to learn it. Brother Costen, then Brother Casey taught 

him Irish. 

The Right Rev. Monsignor M. Curran P.P. in his Bureau of Military His-
tory witness statement says “I hold strongly that it was the atmosphere 
of their schools (the Christian Brothers) that provided the foundation, the 
materials, and to a very large extent, the builders of the Irish separatist 
movement that culminated in 1916”. 

 
The Rising lasted less than a week and all who took part or were sus-

pected of taking part were arrested and interned in English prisons. 16 
were executed because they were considered to have been leaders of 

the rising including Willie Pearse and Michael Mallin. Countess 

Markievicz had been sentenced to death. Later it was changed to life in 

prison, but she was eventually released. 
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1966 Celebrations 

Past pupils of a certain vintage will remember 

well the 1966 fiftieth anniversary of the Easter 

Rising. Today we recognize fully that many great 

Irish men gave their lives fighting in the British 

Army during the Great War and that many more survivors were 

scorned by their fellow countrymen for having done so. Thankfully, 

an Ireland come of age now gives due recognition to all who fought 

for causes of freedom on both sides of the political divide.  We also 

recall that many families of the time would have had members, 

even brothers and sisters, and fathers and sons with differing    

political allegiances. History is as complex as the human beings 

who make it up, and when we commemorate, and proudly do so, 

the involvement of our past pupils in the Rising, we also remember 

that it is but one side of the story of our nation. 

Mr Brian O’Dwyer, past pupil and former principal, recalled in our 

recent publication for the 125 years anniversary of the school, the 

wonderful celebrations undertaken in Joey’s for the fiftieth         

anniversary while he was a sixth class pupil in Scoil Mhuire,     

Griffith Avenue.   

One of the leading lights in that commemoration was the late great 

Brother Aodh P. Caomhánach. He wrote a commemorative journal 

in Irish for the fiftieth anniversary of the Easter Rising. That book 

is currently being translated and will be available in PDF format on 

the School Website shortly. In the meanwhile, enjoy these        

wonderful memories of Joey’s connection with Easter 1916 in this 

special commemorative booklet for the centenary that owes much 

to the inspirational work of Br A.P. Caomhánach. 
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1966 50th Anniversary of the Rising 
St. Joseph’s, Fairview. 

2011 Celebrations 

As part of the primary school celebrations, 

their Colour Party did a symbolic march 

around the historic piece of land that was 

formerly the Fr. Matthew Park (now St. 

Mary’s school), led by Piper Dave Byrne of 

the Dublin Fire Brigade Pipe Band. 

The flags, uniforms and weapons of the Citizen Army were back in 

Fr. Matthew Park for the first time in ninety-five years! 

Three plaques were unveiled – one in St. Mary’s and two in Joey’s, 

to the memory of Joeys’ Past Pupils and also in honour of Captain 

Séan Connolly of the Citizen Army, the first Rebel to die in the 

Rising. 

 

October 19th 2015 – Presenting 

the Flag and Proclamation to 

Joeys Primary School. 
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Of the many who fought for Irish freedom during 1916 the following 

are past pupils of St Joseph’s Fairview: 

Seán Connolly – Seán Ó Conaíle, 108, Philipsburgh Avenue. 

Frank Henderson  – Proinsias Mac Ionnraic  – 5, Windsor Villas, Fairview. 

Leo Henderson – Leomhan (Leon) Mac Eanruig – 5, Windsor Villas, Fairview. 

John Murphy – Seán Ó Murchú – Kilmore Cottages, Artane, Co. Dublin. 

Joseph Bracken – Seosamh Ó Breacain – 106, St Lawrence Road, Clontarf 

David Thomas Golden – Daithí Tomás Ó Góilidhe – 152, Richmond Road 

Thomas W. Pugh – 9, Charleville Mall, North Strand. 

John Lynch – Seán Ó Loinsigh – 25, Annesley Place, North Strand. 

William Lynch – Liam Ó Loinsigh – 1, Nixon Street, North Wall, Dublin. 

Peadar Kearney – Peadar Ó Cearnaigh – 68, Lower Dorset Street. 

Thomas Wheatley – 251, Richmond Road, Drumcondra. 

(Michael) Conway McGinn – Strandville Avenue, North Strand. 

Christopher Ring – Criostóir Ó Rinn – 5, Sackville Gardens, Dublin. 

Patrick Ring – Padraig Ó Rinn – 6, Sackville Gardens, Dublin. 

William Ring – Liam Ó Rinn – 4, Sackville Gardens, Dublin. 

Leo Ring – León Ó Rinn – 9, Charleville Mall, North Strand, Dublin. 

Joseph Ring – Seosamh Ó Rinn – 17, Clonmore Terrace , Dublin. 

Thomas O’Reilly 5 – Tomás Ó Raghallaigh – St Michael’s Hill, Dublin 

John O’Brien – Seán Ó Briain – 487, North Circular Road, Dublin. 

Charles Saurin – Cathal de Sabhrann – The Cottage, Vernon Avenue, Clontarf. 

Herbert Conroy – Hoireabard Ó Conraoi – 4, Marino Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin. 

John Newman – Seán Newman – Marino Lodge, Fairview, Dublin. 

James Fox – Séamus Mac an tSionnaigh – 4, Russell Heights, Church Road, East 

Wall 

Charles Rossiter – Cathal Rosaiter – 2, Sallypark Cottages, Philipsburgh Avenue. 

Joseph Callen – Seosamh O’Cathláin 

Samuel Ellis – 191 Richmond Road 

Charles Purcell – 36 Ballybough Road 
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The Player Connolly (1883 – 1916) 

 

Seán Connolly, a past pupil of St Joseph’s, an 

ICA (Irish Citizen Army) officer and Abbey 

Theatre actor, was both the first rebel to kill a 

D.M.P Policeman and the first rebel to be 

killed in the 1916 Rising.  Seán was born in Sandymount in 1883 to 

a father who was a sailor, but who was later employed as a worker 

on the Dublin docks.  This change in work necessitated moving the 

family across the Liffey to set up home in the inner city. He first  

attended St Vincent’s School in North William Street and         

transferred from there to St Joseph’s, Marino.  He was an           

outstanding student, with a deep love for the Irish language and he 

later became a senior clerical officer in the Motor Licence            

Department in City Hall.  

Seán was involved in the Gaelic League from his youth and was a 

founding member of the famous Fianna Hurling and Football Club 

where he played both games enthusiastically.  He went on to win an 

All-Ireland Junior Football medal with his county. Further, he was 

a very good singer and joined the Emmet Choir where he met his 

future wife Christina Swanzy in 1910.  They had three children: 

Kevin, Aiden and Mairéad. 

However, Seán Connolly is remembered      

especially as being an exceptionally good     

actor, of whom Yeats wrote in one of his      

poems: 

 

Connolly’s home on Philipsburgh Avenue. 
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Who was the first man shot that day? 

The player Connolly, 

Close to the City Hall he died; 

Carriage and voice had he; 

He lacked those years that go with skill, 

But later might have been 

A famous, a brilliant figure 

Before the painted scene. 

(From “Three Songs to one Burden”) 

 

Seán appeared in plays in both The Abbey and The Gaiety theatres 

and was even offered a five year acting contract in the USA which 

he declined because his heart lay in the Republican cause.  Having 

seen the pitiful situation of the starving workers at the time of the 

1913 Lock Out, he joined the Irish Citizen Army in which he soon 

became a company captain.   

It is interesting to note that the local ICA drills were held in the 

grounds of Croydon House in Fairview which was owned by the 

trade union. Seán was also a noted sharp shooter, and Captain 

Jack White and he instructed the recruits in shooting and sniping 

skills.  It is surely ironic that he was shot by a sniper on the very 

first day of the rebellion and that his death occurred as he was 

leading his company to raise the Irish flag on City Hall where he 

himself had worked as a senior clerical worker. It is also important 

to note that on that fateful day he also led his three brothers, 

George, Eamonn and Matthew and his sister Kathleen in his small 

company of insurrectionists (Another brother, Joseph, fought under 

Michael Mallin in St Stephen's Green).  
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In 2010 a plaque was erected by the North Inner City Folklore    

Project on the home of the Connolly siblings, at 58/59 Sean  

McDermott Street Lower. (Br A. P. Caomhánach in his 1966     

Commemorative Magazine mentions that Seán Connolly lived with 

his family at 108, Philipsburgh Avenue, Fairview.)  

While the 1916 Rising was essentially a military failure, it was a 

symbolic success.  In keeping with this potent symbolism, the     

insurrectionists were rather like actors on a stage enacting the  

tragedy of a people seeking liberation.  In a fitting dramatic, if 

tragic, flourish, barely a week before his death, Sean Connolly had 

famously starred in a play by James Connolly entitled ‘Under Which 

Flag?’ That drama ended with the lead actor Connolly raising a 

green flag and uttering the words 'Under this flag only will I serve. 

Under this flag, if need be, will I die.' Connolly himself was shot 

while attempting to hoist to the top of the City Hall dome the very 

same green flag that he had used in the play.  

 

James Fox was born in Drumree in Co. Meath. He 

moved with his family to 4 Russell Terrace, Church road, 

East Wall, Dublin and attended St. Josephs in Fairview. 

He started in the school on 10/12/1899. He was        
stationed in St. Stephens green, fighting with the Irish 

Citizen Army during the rising where he was hit by a bul-

let from the direction of the Shelbourne Hotel aged 16. He was 

working as a grocer’s assistant at the time. He is buried in his   

family plot in Co. Meath. 

 
Charles Saurin Date of birth: 7/8/1895. Started in Joeys: 

3/12/1906. He fought at Annesley Bridge, the Metropole 

Hotel, then evacuated to the burning G.P.O. and onto 

Moore Street. In his Bureau of Military History Witness 

Statement, he describes going through holes bored in the 
walls from one house to another in Moore Street.  
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Conway McGinn was born 23/4/1897. His father 

Mick McGinn was employed as manager of Clontarf 

Town Hall. He had been a senior member of the IRB. 
The plans for the rising took place in Clontarf Town 

Hall. This hall later became a church. Mick was ill and 

couldn’t fight during the rising  so his son Conway 

fought in his fathers place in the G.P.O. Conway 

started school in Joeys in 7/1/1904. 

Peadar Kearney was born 12/12/1883 in 68 Lr.   

Dorset Street. He started in Joeys 15/10/1894. He 

was the  uncle of Irish writer Brendan Behan – (his 
sister Kathleen was Brendan’s mother). In 1907 he 

wrote the lyrics to the Soldiers’ Song - Amhrán na 

bhFiann – now the Irish National anthem. He wrote it 

in English and it was later translated into Irish by 

Liam Ring. During the Rising it was one of the songs sung over 
and over again by the men in the GPO. He fought with the Jacobs’ 

Biscuit Factory garrison in the 1916 Rising under Thomas      

MacDonagh. He escaped before the garrison was taken into      

custody. 

 

The Ring brothers - Christopher, Patrick, William, Leo and      

Joseph. 

Christopher Ring born 12/12/1882 

Joseph Ring born 18/12/1890 

Liam Ring born 20/11/1896 

 

 

C. Ring Liam Ring J. Ring Leo Ring P. Ring 

Patrick Ring born 30/5/1884 

Leo Ring born 24/2/1893.   
Started in Joeys 5/9/1896.                 

All five brothers fought in the G.P.O. Afterwards, they were 

interned in Stafford Jail and later in Frongoch, in Wales.  
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John Murphy Born 11/6/1892. Started in Joeys 1/5/1903. 

Lived in Kilmore Lodge. Fought in the Four Courts. 

Joseph Bracken Born 15/3/1885. Started in Joeys 

15/4/1894. Lived in Clontarf. Fought in the G.P.O. 

David Thomas Golden Born 22/8/1899. Started in Joeys 

3/9/1906. Lived in Woodbine Lodge. Fought in the       

Hibernian Bank, the Metropole Hotel and the G.P.O. 

Thomas W. Pugh Born 9/8/1883. Lived in 87 Talbot Street. 

Started in school 1888. Fought in Jacob’s Factory. 

John Lynch Born 1/1/1885. Started in Joeys 22/4/1895. 

Fought in Jacob’s Factory. 

William Lynch Born 4/12/1883. Started in Joeys 

22/4/1895. Brother of John Lynch and also fought in Jacob’s 

Factory. 

Joseph Callen Born 8/4/1897. Started in Joeys 2/9/1907. 

He fought in the G.P.O. 

Thomas O’Reilly Born 16/1/1889. Started in Joeys 

29/10/1894. Lived in Donnycarney. He fought in Jacobs 

Factory. 

John O’Brien Born 5/7/1893. Started in Joeys 16/3/1905. 

He fought in Jacobs Factory. 

Charles Rossiter Born 14/4/1897. Started in Joeys 

1/5/1905. Fought in the G.P.O. 

Thomas Wheatley Started in Joeys 1888. He fought in the 

G.P.O. 
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Frank Henderson Born in 1886. Started in Joeys in 

1891. In 1915 Frank Henderson was elected captain of 

‘F’ company and they drilled in Fr. Matthew park. 
Frank and his brother Leo were living with their 

mother and siblings in Windsor Villas; this was the  

little road leading to the park. 

 

Frank Henderson in his memoirs said ‘the men in the column 
were greatly heartened by the action of Fr. Walter McDonald, 
a priest in Fairview parish who came into Fr. Matthew Park, 
heard confessions and gave his blessing to all present before 
we moved off’. This was the morning of the rising and Fr. 

McDonald had heard of the Rising plans and called into Fr 

Matthew park to hear the men’s confessions. Frank also   

recalls having guns hidden under the floorboards of his 
home. 

Frank was involved with the Rising first of all in Fairview at 

Tolka Bridge and then in the G.P.O. He and his brother Leo 

worked at boring through the walls from the G.P.O. and 
down towards Arnotts. They did this with the Ring brothers, 

four of whom were carpenters and James Hunter, a 

builder.  Frank withdrew from the G.P.O. when the fires got 

very intense with Padraig and Willie Pearse and a few others 

to Henry Place/Moore street. He was sent to Stafford jail first 
and then to Frongoch. He was released at Christmas 1916.  

Leo Henderson Date of birth: 16/11/1893. Started 

in Joeys: 6/8/1899. He was Franks younger 

brother.  He was a captain of ‘B’ company and fought 
in Fairview and in the G.P.O.  After the Rising he was 

sent to Wakefield prison and then Frongoch. 

Samuel Ellis Date of birth: 2/4/1897. Started in Joeys 

8/4/1907. He fought in Jacob’s Factory.  

Charles Purcell Born 8/2/1893. Started 3/12/1906. He 

fought in the G.P.O. 
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Another Joeys past-pupil was Patrick Redmond. His       

address in the old school register is Fr Matthew Park which 

is where the Volunteers used to drill.  The night of the Howth 
Gun-Running a  lot of the rifles were hidden under the     

pavilion in Fr. Matthew Park, and Patrick’s father (also     

Patrick) stood guard over them all night. During the Rising 

his mother Annie was with Cumann na mBán in the G.P.O., 

while his father fought in Jacob’s Factory. 

 
Past-pupil Michael McLoughlin (born 16/4/1900) lived in 

Croydon Park where his father was employed as a gardener. 

This was where the Irish Citizen Army drilled. Croydon Park 

was adjacent to Father Matthew Park in Fairview. 

Diary entry, May 1916. 

Herbert Conroy Date of birth: 1/4/1896. Started in 

Joeys: 8/1/1903. Fought in the Hibernian Bank, 

O’Connell’s Street and then the G.P.O. 
 

John (Sonny) Newman Date of birth: 6/8/1895. 

Started in Joeys: 2/5/1906. Fought in the Hibernian 

Bank, the Metropole Hotel and then the G.P.O. 

Plaque on St. Josephs 

school wall in memory 

of 1916 Past Pupils. 
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The Irish Citizen Army 

The Irish Citizen Army was formed in November 1913 by James       

Connolly, James Larkin and Jack White.  It was a group of volunteers 
from the ITGWU to defend workers demonstrations from the police. 

They drilled in Croydon park and took part in the Rising along with the 

Irish Volunteers. Some of them were in the GPO, some in St. Stephens 

green and some in City Hall and Harcourt street railway station.      

Captain Sean Connolly (Joeys past-pupil) took over City Hall and was 

both  first to kill (a policeman) and the first rebel to be killed. 
11 members of the Irish Citizen Army including captain Sean Connolly 

were killed in action during Easter Week. 27 women members of the 

Irish Citizen Army had taken part in the rising with one of them 

wounded in action. Women were allowed to join the I.C.A but not the 

Irish Volunteers. Many joined Cumann na mBán. 

Setting off to the Howth Gun Running, 1914. Windsor Villas 

- then and now. 

The Volunteers for the Fairview area first assembled in a hall behind a 

house on Richmond Road facing Tolka bridge at Ballybough. When their 

numbers grew too large for the hall, they moved to Fr. Matthew Park off 
Philipsburg  avenue. Most of the Volunteers were young, aged between 

18 and 25. Very few had any military experience. The younger ones 

joined Na Fianna Eireann (Warriors of Ireland). The number of men 

from ‘F’ company who went into action in Easter week was 65. About 

half were in the GPO area and the other half in Jacobs factory area. 

During Holy Week stores of ammunition and equipment began to be 
kept in the pavilion in Fr. Matthew park and towards the end of the 

week there were all-night guards on these stores.  

When Fairview Park was created, Fr. Matthew Park became derelict. 

During the war, part of it became allotments and locals grew vegetables 

there. St. Marys school was built on part of the site in the 1950s and 
eventually, the allotments became the school’s sports field in the 1990s.  
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The signatories of the rising were: 

          

          Thomas J. Clarke 
Sean Mac Diarmada        Thomas Mac Donagh 

P.H. Pearse                      Eamonn Ceannt 

James Connolly               Joseph Plunkett 

 

Three of the signatories of the rising lived in the area –    

Thomas J. Clarke, Thomas MacDonagh and Eamonn 

Ceannt.  
 

Tom Clarke lived in 31 Richmond avenue and 

his three sons John Daly Clarke, Tom Jnr. and 

Emmet attended Joeys.  Thomas was the first 

signatory of the proclamation as he was the 

oldest and most respected member of the   
military council. He served in the GPO during 

Easter week and was executed along with 

Padraig Pearse and Thomas Mac Donagh on 3/5/1916. 

 

Tom’s wife Kathleen Clarke was also a well 

respected figure, going on to be the first female 

Lord Mayor in Dublin in 1939-41, and she was 

a TD and a Senator. Kathleen was the sister of 

Ned Daly who was also executed for his part in 

the Rising. She died aged 94 in 1972 and she 

had the rare honour of a state funeral. She 

was a founding member of Cumann na mBan. In 1919 

Countess Markievicz moved into the Clarkes’ house on 

Richmond Road and lived with Kathleen Clarke and her   

children. 

The Clarkes’ home on 

Richmond Avenue. 
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Thomas MacDonagh lived in Woodlands, Philipsburgh Ave. He was 

a teacher, a poet and a writer. He was married to Grace Gifford’s 

sister Muriel in 1912. In March 1915, he became Commandant of 
the 2nd Battalion of the Dublin Brigade. He was in command in the 

Jacob’s Factory garrison. He was executed by firing squad on 

3/5/1916 in Kilmainham Gaol aged 38.  

 

Padraig Pearse was educated at C.B.S. Westland Row. He was a  

writer, teacher and a poet and founded St. Enda’s school in     
Rathfarnham. He was President of the Provisional Government and 

Commandant-in-Chief of its Forces during the Rising. He fought in 

the G.P.O. he was executed by firing squad on 3/5/1916, aged 37. 

 

Joseph Plunkett was a poet and a writer. He joined the Volunteers 
in 1913. He fought in the G.P.O. He was executed by firing squad in 

Kilmainham Gaol on 4/5/1916, aged 28. 

 

Eamonn Ceannt (Edward Thomas Kent) was born on 21/9/1881 in 

Galway. When his father retired they moved to Dublin. He lived at 

23 Fairview Avenue according to the 1901 census with his father 
and siblings. He attended O’Connell CBS. He founded the Clontarf 

branch of the Gaelic League in 1893. Their weekly meetings were 

held in Joeys school for seven years. He fought in South Dublin  

Union, James’ Street. He was executed by firing squad in            

Kilmainham Gaol on 8/5/1916, aged 42. 
 

James Connolly founded the Irish Citizen Army at Liberty Hall. He 

was severely wounded in the G.P.O. He was executed by firing 

squad in Kilmainham Gaol, while tied to a chair as he could not 

stand due to his wounds, on 12/5/1916, aged 48. 

 
Sean MacDiarmada was stationed in the G.P.O. He was one of the 

original members of the Volunteers. He was a close friend of Tom 

Clarke. He was executed by firing squad on 12/5/1916, aged 33. 

He lived on Jones’s Road, Drumcondra. 
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Other items of interest 

 

Cathal Brugha was born at 13 Richmond Avenue in       
Fairview. In 1913 he became a lieutenant in the Irish       

Volunteers. He led a group of 20 volunteers to receive arms 

smuggled in the Howth gun-running in 1914. He was second 

in command under Eamonn Ceannt at South Dublin Union 

during the Easter Rising 1916. He died in July 1922 aged 47 

and is buried in Glasnevin cemetery. 
 

Arthur Griffith was a writer, journalist and printer. He 

founded Sinn Féin. He lived on St. Laurence Road in      

Clontarf. His son Nevin attended Joeys.  

 
Grace Gifford married Joseph Plunkett on 3/5/1916 in 

Kilmainham Gaol, a few hours before he was executed. The 

next morning she went to stay in her sister’s house at 49 

Philipsburgh Avenue in Fairview. 

Father McDonald gave confessions to the 

men in Fr. Matthew Park before they set off. 

He later became Canon McDonald in Fairview 
Parish. Charles Saurin, in his B.M.H       

Statement, recalls that Peter Traynor (Oscar 

Traynor’s brother), walked around the corner 

and “was struck by something deeper than just 
drama” at the site of the young priest (Fr. 

MacDonald) holding up the crucifix in front of 

the kneeling men prior to setting off to fight on Easter    
Monday. 

Fr. John Flanagan was a priest in the       

Pro-Cathedral in 1916 when the rising 

started. He was in the G.P.O. for the duration 
of the rising addressing the spiritual and 

medical needs of the garrison. He attended to 

the   rebels and also anyone injured including  

British soldiers, bravely and without any 

thought for his own safety. In 1928 he       

became Parish Priest in Fairview.  
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School Website  

Over the past few months we have been uploading our old archive 
of memorabilia onto the school website. This includes: old photo-
graphs, class lists, newspaper clippings and class photographs. If 
you have any memorabilia, please send it into us. 
www.stjosephsfairview.ie/past-pupils-union/memorabilia/ 

James Shortall (past pupil) was born in 1916 and he will be 

celebrating his 100th birthday in October 2016. We wish him 

many happy returns.  

Flag 

The flag which was raised over the GPO is said to have been 

made in a little cottage on Philipsburgh  Avenue. 

Shells Exploded 

On the Wednesday of Easter 1916, some shells exploded on 

land at Choláiste Mhuire and O.B.I. Marino. They were fired 
from the direction of Clontarf. A Brother and some boys were 

playing football and the British Army must have thought 

they were Rebels. No-one was hurt. 

2016 Commemorative Event 

On Tuesday the 26th of January 2016 the PPU, under the 

leadership of its President Seán O’Connell, organised a   
commemorative event to mark the 100th Anniversary of the 

1916 Rising. Representatives of six schools (teachers, pupils 

and the Presidents of their respective PPUs) attended. 


